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EDUCATION
Ph.D. English, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (May 1994)

          Major:  Nineteenth-century British Literature

          Minor:  Eighteenth-century British Literature

MA English, N. C. Central University, Durham, NC  (1987)

         Magna Cum Laude

         Thesis on “Female Emergence and Bronte’s Lucy Snowe”

MA English, Madras Christian College, University of Madras,  India (1966)

         Specialization:  Nineteenth-century British Literature

         Received the TM Nair Memorial medal for performance in the final state-wide examination

B.Sc. Physics/Math.  Union Christian College, University of Kerala, India (1964)

          First class

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professor of English, August 2008 to the present

Associate Professor of English and Assistant to the Chair—North Carolina Central University, July 2002 to June 2006

Assistant Professor of English—North Carolina Central University, August 1994-July 2002

Teaching Assistant—University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1992 August-1994 April

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts, North Carolina Central University,  August 2007 to the present 

Administrative duties as Associate Dean:


Chairship or membership in 11 College of Liberal Arts Committees


Establish office and College practices and procedures for service 


Supervise and evaluates College faculty and personnel


Monitor College progress

Identify professional development opportunities for the constituents of the College

Facilitate conflict resolution and academic appeals

Collaborate with the other units of the University

Monitor resource allocation and departmental budgets

Facilitate program reviews

Assist with the implementation of plans and programs

Collaborate with Strategic planning goals

Develops skills for effective academic management and leadership

Headed the Global Studies Program of the College of Liberal Arts by overseeing the collation of over 120 courses from 12 departments into 9 global concentrations.

Mentor for the Pacific Crest Institute Workshop conducted in NCCU, December 2008.

Organized the on-campus performance of the Odissi Dance program, performed by a traveling troupe of  professional Indian classical dancers.  September, 2008

Organized Lecture/ demos on-campus by two dance groups of professional Indian dancers.  October, 2008.

Interim Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts, North Carolina Central University, July 2006 till August 2007

Assistant to Chair, English Department, July 2002-2006

  Principal investigator in NCCU for the South Asia grant awarded by the Federal Department of Education to the Triangle South Asia Consortium (NC Center for South Asia Studies) , a faculty group of researchers from Duke, UNC-CH., NC State, and NCCU.  

Served as the campus director for South Asia in NCCU from 1999-2004.  Organized activities about South Asia such as workshops, conferences, guest lectures, film series, cultural programs.  Arranged to have Center instructors teach South Asian languages in NCCU for several years.

Grant coordinator for yearly installments of the South Asia grant, responsible for its allocations        ( Books for the Shepard Library, faculty releases, workshops, honorariums, videos for the library collection, etc.  Complete details and full documentation available on request.)

Organized a workshop on the theme, “A Celebration of South Asia”, March 2004.

Arranged speakers for and provided honorariums for three Mason-Sekora Lectures of the English Department from 2002-2004. 

Faculty sponsor, Sigma Tau Delta, the international English Honors Club.  1994—2002.

Belonged to thirteen department committees and six university committees and served faithfully.

Organized meeting on campus for visiting Vice Chancellor of Visva Bharati University, Calcutta, India.  June 2004.

Co-organized two guest lectures on campus in September 1998 by former ambassador Kant Bhargava and political scientist, Dr. B. M. Jain, from India.

Multiple year honoree, Who’s Who Among American Teachers

Member of graduate faculty, NC Central University English dept., fall 1996--present.

Presented two faculty symposiums in the English Department in 1996 and 1998.

Member of faculty senate, N. C. Central University, 1996—1999.

Member of the faculty senate Committee for Honors and Awards, 1996 --97.

Representative of the English department in the Cultural Foundations Unit of the University’s General College Studies Curriculum Review Committee, 1994-1995, NCCU.  Helped design the multicultural components of two interdisciplinary courses.

Member, Chancellor's International Committee
Member of Steering and Executive Committees of the Triangle South Asia Consortium, 1999-2004.

Four readerships:    

 South Atlantic Quarterly, the journal of SAMLA

NTC/Contemporary Publishing Group (English, World languages)

Educational Testing Service  (SAT essay reader)




Fairleigh Dickinson University Press

External examiner for selected Ph.D. dissertations, Calcutta University, English Department  (2002 till present)

Chairman of MELUS [Society for the Study of Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States] for SAMLA, November 1995 - November 1996.

Secretary of MELUS for SAMLA, 1994-1995.

Member of Sigma Tau Delta Regional Awards and Scholarship Committee, 1996 --97.

Editor, Families: An Indo-US Journal of Representations.  A Fulbright Alumni Initiative  (2002 till present)

On the Membership Committee of the Association for Third World Studies, 1998-99.

Group coordinator for teaching assistants, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1992-93.

Mentor, Carolina Teaching Fellows Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1992-93.

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Nrittam (A translated novel from Malayalam, a Sanskrit-based South Indian language.) Edwin Mellen Press, New York, spring 2008.   

Manuscript in progress under contract:  The Evolution of Female Portrayals in Indian Literature 

Our Mother.  Translated into English from Njangalude Amachy, a biography written in Malayalam, a Sanskrit-based South Indian language.  Published in fall, 1999.

Female Development in the Novels of Rabindranath Tagore:  A Cross-cultural Analysis of

Gender and Literature in British India.  New York:  Edwin Mellen Press

(British Division), 1995.

Articles

“Globalization and Diasporic Family Dynamics:  Reconciling the Old and the New” in The Indian Family in Transition: Reading Literary and Cultural Texts. Eds. Sanjukta Dasgupta and Malashri Lal. New Delhi:  Sage Publishers, 2007.   

“Bright hope for a Literate India:  Pratham and the Mission of Child Literacy” in Forum on Public Policy –Literacy:  The Public Imperative.  (Oxford Round Table Publication) Volume 3, 2007.    

“The Greatest of All Arts: The Art of Life”: Female Bildung and Rabindranath Tagore” in The Visva-Bharati Quarterly, Volume 13 and 14, 2005.   

“The Politics of Dis/Location:  Cultural Subjectivity and the Immigrant East Asian Family”in Families: Indo-US Journal of Representations, Vol. 1, August 2002.

Book review of Handbook of India. Twentieth Century Literatures in The Journal of Third World Studies fall 2001.

“Cross-cultural (Re) visions:  Colonial Voice and the Virgin Text in Two Novels From British India” in Modernity and East-West Cross-Culturalism, edited by Yoshinobu Hakutani,  professor of English, Kent State University, Ohio.  Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2000.

“Our Many Larval Selves:  Livia and the Cross-cultural Signal” in Exotics, Aliens, and Outsiders:  The Foreign Woman in British Literature, co-edited by Toni Reed (author of award-winning  Demon Lovers and Their Victims, Univ. of Kansas, 1986) and Marilyn Button, professor of English, Lincoln University, Pennsylvania.  Greenwood Press, 1999.

 “Give and Take.”  Sanyog:  South Asia Expressions.  Vol. 2, Spring 1992.  Duke University.

Participant in an oral history project of the history department in UNC-Chapel Hill, published under the title, "Communities are Us: An Oral History of South Asian Immigrants Living in Chapel Hill and Carrboro.” 2002.
“Nrittam: The Crown Jewel of Mukundan’s Fiction”—Article in a Texas Indian newspaper, 2002. 

GRANTS

  Principal investigator in NCCU for the South Asia grant awarded by the Federal Department of Education to the Triangle South Asia Consortium (NC Center for South Asia Studies) , a faculty group of researchers from Duke, UNC-CH., NC State, and NCCU.  Portion of grant awarded to NCCU was approximately $ 35,000.

Co-PI for a Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Grant for $90,000, October 2006.  Unfunded.  Resubmission pending. 

SELECTED CONFERENCES

Invited Participant for the Oxford Roundtable Conference, Oxford University, England, July 2009.  Theme of conference:  Allusions to God in British or American Literature.  Presenting a paper on “Allusions to Divinity in Tagore Works:  Views From the Dissenting Angle.”   

“Bright Hope for a Literate India: Pratham and the Mission of Child Literacy.”  Presented at the Oxford Roundtable Conference on Reading and Literacy, held in Oxford University, England, July 2006.  

“The Lotus in the mud:  Postmodern Elements in Anita Desai’s Fiction.” Presented at the international conference on East/West perspectives on Language, Consciousness, and Culture held in Calcutta, India, January 2004.

“Cultural Identity and Globalization: Insights Gleaned from Selected Diasporic Authors.” Presented at the international conference on Globalization, Identity, and Syncretism, held in the State University of New York at Buffalo, October 2004.

“Postcolonial female Portrayals in the Fiction of Rabindranath Tagore.” Presented at the international conference on Art and Reality held at Calcutta, India, August 2002.

“The Socio-Political Structure of Kerala.” Presented at the Conference of the Association of Third World Studies, Savannah, Georgia, Fall 2001.

"Vedic vision and the Future Model:  An Examination of Tagore Fiction."  Presented at The International Conference on Art and Reality in Ferrum, Virginia, September, 2000.

"Diasporic Heroines in the Fiction of Bharati Mukherjee."  Presented at the College English Association Conference in Charleston, April, 2000.

"The Odd Couple of South India: A Story of Dis/location and Synthesis in Kerala's Syrian Christian Heritage."  Presented at the Conference on Religion in South India, held at NC State University , June, 1999.

The above paper presented also at the International Conference on Judaism and Hinduism (Also called The Spirit of the Orient) in Elon College, March, 2000.

“An analysis of Linguistic Behavior in Bharati Mukherjee’s Women Characters.”  SAMLA Convention, Atlanta, November 1998.

“Cultural Negotiation and the Feminine Sublime in Tagore Novels.”  The International Conference on “Rabindranath Tagore at the End of the Millennium” at the University of Connecticut at Storrs, September 1998.

“The Lotus in the Mud:  Opposition and Resolution in Anita Desai’s Fiction.”  MLA convention, Washington, DC, December 1996.

“Communal Id and the Splintered Self:  A Reading of Bharati Mukherjee.”  SAMLA convention, Atlanta, November 1995.  Presented also at the faculty symposium of the English dept., NC Central University, November 1996.

“The Politics of Dis/location:  Cultural Subjectivity and the Immigrant East Indian Family.”  SAMLA convention, Baltimore, November 1994.

“Colonial Discourse and the Cultural Text.”  MLA convention, Toronto, December 1993.

“Models of Transgression and Authority:  Symbolism in Binodini”--The Southeast Conference on Foreign Languages and Literatures, Winter Park, Florida, February 1994.

“Discourses in Growth:  Women in the Novels of Rabindranath Tagore”--The Southeast Conference on Foreign Languages and Literatures, Winter Park, Florida, February 1992.

Session leader at the Ninth Annual Southeast Conference on Foreign Languages and Literatures, Florida, February 1992.

“Transgressing Gender Boundaries in Colonial India”--The Eighth Annual Conference on  Literature and Film, Florida State University, Tallahassee, January 28-30, 1993.

“Gender Role Definition in Rabindranath Tagore.”  Presented at the Interdisciplinary Graduate Symposium on Women’s Studies in the Triangle, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, March 1993.

AWARDS

College of Liberal Arts Award for Exceptional Service,  October 2008

College of Liberal Arts Award for Outstanding Scholarship, April 2008 

North Carolina Central University Award for Teaching Excellence, 2002

Excellence in Teaching Certificate, College of Arts and Sciences, NCCU, 2002

Honorary membership in the Golden Key International Honor Society, 2002—present

Elected to Who’s Who in American Universities in 1987 (G.P.A. of 3.9)

Dr. T. M. Nair Memorial Prize for outstanding performance in the statewide Master’s exams


in English--University of Madras, India (1966)

Government of India merit scholarship throughout BS and MA while in India

Best woman student prize from Union Christian College, University of Kerala, India (1964)

Travel Grant from the Graduate School Transportation Fund--spring 1992

Travel grant from the Triangle South Asia Consortium, 2000.

LANGUAGES
Reading and strong comprehension in Hindi

Native proficiency in Malayalam (A South Indian language)

Fair comprehension of Sanskrit

Native proficiency in English

