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NCCU Joins Rural Domestic Preparedness Consortium

The Rural Domestic Preparedness Consortium (RDPC) is pleased to announce the addition of North Carolina Central University (NCCU) as the newest academic partner preparing rural emergency responders nationwide for incidents of an all-hazards nature. 

RDPC is a United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Training and Exercise Integration division partnership of academic institutions with a vision of creating an environment wherein rural communities across America will have the knowledge, skills and abilities necessary to enhance the safety, security and quality of life for their citizens.  Current members of the Consortium include East Tennessee State University, Eastern Kentucky University, The University of Findlay, Iowa Central Community College, and NorthWest Arkansas Community College.  

“I strongly believe that the federal government must work with local communities to provide them the expertise and training to prepare for all disasters – natural and man-made,” said Congressman David Price (D-NC), whose district includes NCCU.  “I’m proud that North Carolina Central University will be an integral part of this collaborative effort, which will directly impact the public safety of the rural communities in our state and across the country.”

NCCU has a long history of working with rural communities in homeland security and related areas over the past fifteen years. Academic units involved include the departments of Criminal Justice, Public Health Education, Environmental, Earth and Geospatial Sciences, Physics, Biology, Mathematics and Computer Sciences Public Administration, Social Work, Political Science and the Schools of Law, Education, Library Sciences and Business, among others. In addition, NCCU has established partnerships with organizations and agencies that have outreach to rural communities such as the National Association of Blacks in Criminal Justice, Governor’s Crime Commission (NC), Strategic Studies Institute (US Army War College), and the North Carolina Consortium on Undergraduate Research. Principals for the curriculum development and training have a broad range of experience in homeland security, community building, and dealing with the psychological concerns related to stressful life events.  

 “I am pleased that we are joining such distinguished institutions in furthering the goal of protecting our homeland,” says NCCU Chancellor Charlie Nelms. “We are at our best when we collectively act through partnerships such as the Consortium to promote the security of our nation.”

The Consortium is led by Eastern Kentucky University’s Justice and Safety Center (JSC). All training delivered by RDPC is certified by DHS and is offered tuition-free for a broad scope of stakeholders, including the traditional emergency response disciplines, and other emergency support functions as defined by the National Response Plan, as well as critical infrastructure owners and operators. NCCU’s efforts will be led by its Institute for Homeland Security and Workforce Development and Department of Criminal Justice.
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