
DIRECTIONS FOR TRAVEL APPLICATION

NCCU School of Graduate Studies TRAVEL Stipend – Fall2008-Spring 2009

Application

Incomplete applications will be automatically disqualified.  A completed application consists of :

1. Application Form for Academic year 2008-09.  

2. Research Statement (see below for specifications).  Two copies
Applications are due: Four weeks prior to your requested date.

Applications can be submitted in the following ways:
 


 U.S. Postal Service Mail to:   

 North Carolina Central University

 School of Graduate Studies

                                        123-A Taylor Education Building 
                           1801 Fayetteville St.

Durham, NC 27707


Or
 Hand-deliver to the School of Graduate Studies Office, Taylor Education Building room #123-A.  If you are hand-delivering an application, please submit in an envelope so that no section of your application is misplaced. Submission of two (2) hard copies is required.  
To receive funding, you must agree to participate in the NCCU Graduate Research Day. You must either present your research as a paper presentation, poster presentation, or round-table discussion. If you are not presenting research at a conference, you will describe your travels, best practices, and other information that you learned during the conference at the NCCU Graduate Research Day.

Eligibility
Any North Carolina Central University graduate student who is either presenting a paper or poster or leading a round-table discussion at a conference will be granted priority; however all NCCU graduate students are eligible to apply, given the following restrictions:

1. The research for this presentation must have been conducted while you were a graduate student at North Carolina Central University.

2. You may only submit a grant application for two (2) conferences per semester.  Applicants who would like to attend more than two conferences must have special permission from the GSA Advisor to apply. Award money may only be applied towards the conference and its formalities.

3. You may only apply if you will be traveling during the dates specified for the current academic year.  To apply for the 2008-09 academic year, you must be traveling between August1, 2008 and May1, 2009.

Application Form

Be sure to include all parts of the application and answer all questions.  Incomplete applications will be disqualified.  In order to increase the speed and efficiency in processing these applications, we ask that you follow the directions for the application form, which will allow the judges locate the information that they need to evaluate your application(s) and  proposal(s). The application form is downloadable as a MS Word 2003 and 2007 file and is available in the Graduate Students Association office, and School of Graduate Studies Office, thus allowing you to open the file in MS Word to type in your responses.  Opening the file in programs other than Word may alter the format of the application and will be subject to point deductions.  

Budget:  We ask for a budget proposal primarily to illustrate travel needs. Asking for more or less money will in no way affect your likelihood of receiving a travel grant. It is important to be honest in your requests.  False information is not only grounds for disqualification of your application, but is considered to be academic dishonesty. In your budget proposal, include the following cost: hotel, transportation, and conference registration.
Sign Application Form:  Any application that is not signed by the applicant and the applicant departmental chair of your academic unit will be automatically disqualified.  

Research Statement 

Please address the following points in layman's terms, as your application will be judged by a committee of graduate students from a range of disciplines.  Please note that the research statement is not the same as an abstract that you might submit to conference reviewers.  Research statements are judged according to your communication of the purpose and value of your investigation to members of academia outside your own program and discipline, not according to the reviewer's knowledge of your field or research. Please address the following:
(1)
Describe clearly the research question(s) and/or purpose of research.  5 points

(2)
Identify the importance of your research and its relevance.  5 points
(3)
Describe clearly the methodology used to address the research question(s).  5 points

(4)
Ensure that there is clarity in thought (i.e. organization, grammar, spelling, language, and quality of writing).  5 points

(5)
Include why you desire to attend this particular conference.
5 points
Research Statements exceeding more than 400 words will result in automatic disqualification. The font sizes should be 12pts, using Times New Roman.
Results of Application

Letters will be sent to the applicants within four (4) weeks after the application has been submitted informing you of the amount of funding, if any, that you will receive. Please do not contact the School of Graduate Studies or GSA regarding the results of your application unless you have not received your letter more than six (6) weeks after the application was submitted. The dollar amounts of awards and number of awards granted will be recommended by GSA Executive Council and granted by the School of Graduate Studies.
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