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Graduate Express

New Chief Executive Counselor...

I am pleased to serve as your Chief Execu-
tive Counselor for the spring semester of
2009. I would like to also thank Jason Dor-
sette for setting into motion the building
blocks of GSA, to which I will build upon.
Truly, it is my honor to serve you in such a
capacity.

From the time that I earned my undergradu-
ate degree from the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte with a BA in Criminal
Justice, I have dedicated my life to service
and empowering others. My employment
background consists of working in the legal
field as a victim advocate. Whether I was
engaged in marketing and research, fund-
raising, or managing a budget of over
$330,000, I have been true to myself and
others.

It is my hope that GSA will continue to be
an organization that students and faculty
respect and associate with positive program-
ming. I would like to promote a spirit of
service, research and professional develop-
ment in our graduate programs while bring-
ing together a sense of unity and family
among graduate students.

I love the quote: “Volunteering creates a

national character in which the community
and the nation take on a spirit of compas-
sion, comradeship and confidence” (Brian
O’Connell).

During this semester, I charge you to be-
come more involved in the Graduate Stu-
dent Association. The best way to make
change is to be a part of it. I look forward to
seeing you at GSA-sponsored activities. As
well, do not hesitate to stop by the GSA
office, Room 110, in the Taylor Education
Building.

Best regards,
Kenya C. Reed

Building in Our Own Backyard

On January 10, 2009, the Graduate Student Association joined Habitat for Humanity to
help build a house in Eagle Village. Seven students: (From L to R), Jasmine Potts, Melissa
Gwathney, Brandon Thomas, Wilson Ebron, Patricia Oliver, Jason Dorsette, and Char-
maine Troy made someone’s dream of homeownership come true.
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What Happened in January

On Wednesday, January 28, 2009, 50 students attended the Thesis/Portfolio Development Workshop, which was hosted by the School of Graduate
Studies and GSA. This workshop was designed to help students at all phases of research. The workshop consisted of a general session, in which Dr.
Karen Keaton-Jackson presented on the stress of writing a thesis, and Ms. Pamela Allison talking about formatting a thesis. After the general ses-
sion, students were divided by discipline and given further guidance by faculty representatives from their departments.

Helping Victims of Hurricanes Ike and Gustav

e Thanks to students and faculty who donated socks during our Sock Drive to help the victims of Hurricanes Ike and Gustav.

e  February 16, 2009-February 20, 2009: GSA is sponsoring a Gift Card Drive for the victims of Hurricanes Ike and Gustav. Please bring
Wal-Mart and/or Target gift cards, in $5.00 increments, to the GSA office, Room 110, Taylor Education Building.

Graduate Research Symposium - Call for Abstracts

The School of Graduate Studies of North Carolina Central University invites graduate students in all fields to submit abstracts for the annual Gradu-
ate Research Symposium to be held April 1-3, 2009, on the campus of North Carolina Central University. The symposium is designed to bring to-
gether graduate students from differing areas of study. The theme, “Soaring to Academic Excellence through Research,” offers students the oppor-
tunity to share their research findings at the symposium.

Abstracts of no more than 250 words are requested for the following categories of submission:

Research Papers: Thirty-minute talks describing completed projects.

Posters: Descriptions of work from engoing and/or completed projects, case studies, and research results are presented on posters.
Round Table Discussions: Thirty-minute small-group conversations about any research in progress.

Group Presentations: Panel discussions, workshops, and other group presentations lasting no more than one hour.

Ensure that you type in 12 pts., Times New Roman font and have
For more information, contact Kenya Reed at 919-530-6126 or gsa@nccu.edu

Scholarship Opportunity

The Triangle Community Foundation is now accepting scholarship applications for the 2009-2010 school year. Information for the
following scholarship can be found at www.triangleecf.org.

The Shaver-Hitchings Scholarship is provided for graduate students with a demonstrated commitment to working with alcoholism,
drug abuse and addictive disorder treatment, or with preventive education on the subject of addiction.
Application deadline is March 15, 2009.

Calling all Interested Graduate Students!!

The Jewish students at NCCU, in concert with North Carolina Hillel (www.nchillel.org), are forming an exciting new student
group... An NCCU chapter of Hillel!

Per the statewide NC Hillel website:“The mission of NC Hillel is to enrich the lives of undergraduate and graduate students in a
pluralistic and distinctively Jewish environment so that they may enrich the Jewish people and the world.

North Carolina Central University’s Hillel is a student-driven initiative that is designed to help foster awareness and cooperation
about the Jewish faith on campus. We invite all interested students to contact the faculty advisor, Dr. Dana Greene
(dgreene@nccu.edu). Information about upcoming meetings will be forthcoming.

New Student Billing Policy

Effective July 1, 2009, student billing statements will no longer be mailed.
All student billing statements must be viewed online.
Below is the new billing cycle for fall 2009

1ST Billing statement for fall 2009: 07/06/09 Due date: 07/31/09
2ND Billing statement for fall 2009: 08/03/09 Due date: 08/21/09
3RD Billing statement for fall 2009: 08/31/09 Due date: 09/10/09
4TH Billing statement for fall 2009:09/14/09 Due date: 10/09/09
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History of Black History Month

(CNN Student News) -- February
marks the beginning of Black History
Month, a federally recognized, nation-
wide celebration that provides the op-
portunity for all Americans to reflect
on the significant roles that African
Americans have played in the shaping
of U.S. history. But how did this cele-
bration come to be -- and why does it
take place in February?

We should emphasize not Negro His-
tory, but the Negro in history. What we
need is not a history of selected races
or nations, but the history of the world
void of national bias, race hate, and
religious prejudice.

- Dr. Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950)
on founding Negro History Week, 1926

Dr. Carter G. Woodson, considered to
be a pioneer in the study of African
American history, is given much of the
credit for Black History Month. The
son of former slaves, Woodson spent
his childhood working in coalmines
and quarries. He received his education
during the four-month term that was
customary for black schools at the time.

Hi st ory of

At 19, having taught himself English
fundamentals and arithmetic, Woodson
entered high school, where he com-
pleted a four-year curriculum in two
years. He went on to receive his Mas-

ters degree in history from the Univer-
sity of Chicago, and he eventually
earned a PhD from Harvard.

Disturbed that history textbooks largely
ignored America's black population,
Woodson took on the challenge of writ-
ing black Americans into the nation's
history. To do this, Woodson estab-
lished the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History. He also
founded the group's widely respected
publication, the Journal of Negro His-
tory. In 1926, he developed Negro His-
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tory Week. Woodson believed that "the
achievements of the Negro properly set
forth will crown him as a factor in early
human progress and a maker of modern
civilization."

In 1976, Negro History Week ex-
panded into Black History Month. The
month is also sometimes referred to as
African American Heritage Month.

Woodson chose the second week of
February for the celebration because it
marks the birthdays of two men who
greatly influenced the black American
population: Frederick Douglass
(February 14), an escaped slave who
became one of the foremost black abo-
litionists and civil rights leaders in the
nation, and President Abraham Lincoln
(February 12), who signed the Emanci-
pation Proclamation, which abolished
slavery in America's confederate states.

Because of his work, Dr. Woodson has
been called the "Father of Black His-

tory."
-Adapted from CNN News 01/31/09

Day

Every year on Feb. 14, or Valentine's
Day, people exchange cards, flowers
and candy. While exchanging these
gifts, rarely does anyone ask the story
of Saint Valentine.

We know that February is a very ro-
mantic month and contains many old
celebrations of love and fertility of both
Roman and Christian decent.

The Catholic Church recognizes three
different saints named Valentine, all of
whom were martyred. In the first leg-
end, Valentine is a priest who served in
the third century of Rome.

During this time, Emperor Claudius II
outlawed marriage because he thought
single men made better soldiers. Valen-

tine defied Claudius and continued to
marry young lovers secretly. When
Claudius discovered this, Valentine
was put to death.

Another story says that Valentine may
have been killed for attempting to help
Christians escape Roman prosecution.

In the last myth, Valentine actually sent
the first Valentine himself. While in
prison, Valentine fell in love with a
young girl who visited him during his
confinement.

Before his death, he wrote her a letter,
which he signed, "From your Valen-
tine," a phrase still used today. Al-
though the truths of the Valentine leg-

ends are unclear, in the stories he is
characterized for his sympathy, com-
passion, and love. Which story do you
believe?-

-Adapted from Accent Online; An
online community college newsletter
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