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Greetings from Interim Associate Dean

It is a pleasure to be the
advisor for the Graduate
Student Association. My
intent is to serve as your
sounding board for ideas
and concerns. As we con-
tinue to grow and imple-
ment our vision, | hope that
you share your thoughts,
become involved, and par-
ticipate in programs and
events, which have been
planned with you in mind.
For instance, | invite you to
attend the thesis workshop
and volunteer with Habitat
for Humanity in January.

These are only a sampling of
what we will offer during the
spring semester for your aca-
demic and professional en-
richment.

As you reflect upon the fall
semester and look forward to
the spring semester, | hope
that you realize your dreams,
implement you vision, and
use your educational accom-
plishments to make life better
for all of society.

Warm Regards,
Wanda B. Coneal, Ph.D.
GSA Advisor

Wanda B. Coneal, Ph.D.

GSA In the Community

A BIG THANK YOU! GSA and the NCCU Alumni Association (Durham Chapter) supplied Thanksgiv- v

ing Dinners. We collected and delivered food to 15 needy families in Durham.

Upcoming Community -Service Opportunities

NCCU-Habitat House & On Saturday, January 10, 2009, from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., GSA will be
volunteering at the Habitat for Humanity House in Eagle Village. The University has raised money

Graduate . e ) . . JOR EE
Express for this initiative; now, itos t i mesitefdoectinguusont o do
Staff how we can help build the house. Just be sure to wear comfortable clothing and hard bottom

shoes, preferably boots. We need 13-15 volunteers.

Editor -in - Chief (RSVP by January 8, 2008 to gsa@nccu.edu)

Kenya Reed
kreed14@mail.nccu.edu

GSA Sock and Gift Card Drive 3 Be on the |
lookout for flyers signaling our sock and gift-
card drive for victims of Hurricanes lke and Gus-
tav. In January a box will be placed inside the
GSA office, Taylor Education Bldg., Room #110, §
for you to place new socks and $5.00 gift cards
from Target and Wal-Mart for victims of the
aforementioned disasters.

Managing Editor
Ebony Harris
eharris15@mail.nccu.edu

GSA Chief Executive
Jason Dorsette
GSA@nccu.edu

GSA Advisor
Wanda B. Coneal, Ph.D.
wconeal@nccu.edu

- - -

Volunteers delivering turkey dinners to families
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Fall 2008 in Review...

We have had a very busy semester. Our programs and events have ranged from academics to the political spectrum.
(Political Events hosted by GSA are listed on Page 3.)

Graduate Express

On October 2, 2008 , a Q&A session about life in professional and graduate schools was held. This event, which was pan-
eled by NCCU graduate and law-school students was anchored by the expertise of representatives from UNC-Chapel Hill
Graduate Admissions and the NCCU Law School. Students who attended the event asked questions about what to expect in

graduate school, the work load, and a social-life balance with course work.

On October 9, 2008 , GSA hosted a Ph.D. and Professional School Application Workshop for students. Faculty used their
expertise to proofread and critique personal statements, etc. for graduate/professional program applications.

Ending the semester on a festive note, on October 30, 2008 , GSA hosted a social for graduate students and alumni. Held at
the Four Points by Sheraton at Southpoint, the event was a success! Food, dancing, and of course networking, were top or-
der of business for the evening! Guests at the event included current CEO of DeKalb County, GA, Mr. Vernon Jones, and
North Carolina state representative, Mr. Larry Hall. Approximately 250 graduate students attended the event which ended
with individuals anticipating our next program.

Letters From Your Executive Officers

Melissa R. Gwathney, Executive Counselor

This is truly an exciting time!
We are a part of ground-
breaking history with the
election of the first African
American President of the
United States of America,
Senator Barack Obama.
President-elect Obama,
along with those who joined
the movement, made efforts
to achieve this great accom-
plishment. We must continue
to stride toward excellence
in obtaining our goals.

It is wonderful to have the
ability to truthfully encourage
all youth, particularly those
from underrepresented
groups, with the statement:
You can be anything you
want in this world! As a
woman, Mrs. Michelle
Obama has gracefully and
eloquently displayed how
we, as women, must make
every effort to support and
encourage the prominent
men in our lives, as well as

achieve your own goals. As
a scholar, 1 am provoked to
continue strides toward ex-
cellence, knowing that | too
can accomplish the unthink-
able. In the spirit of Presi-
dent-Elect Obama, we
graduate students must con-
tinue taking initiatives and
actions toward promoting
positive CHANGE in our
campus, community, and
society.

Melissa R. Gwathney
MPA Candidate

Jason J. Dorsette, Chief Executive

The key to our success rests in people like you,
who embody the spirit of greatness by saying,
fiYes | can, and s o can
inspiring dedication and tremendous example to
the world.

T Anonymous

As the fall semester comes to an end, | would
personally like to say,
cause of your support and dedication that our
GSA has accomplished so many great things. If
you were not able to participate this semester as
much as you would have liked, | implore you to
take advantage of programs and events that will
be offered in the spring.

There will be several GSA positions coming
available for the spring
semester. If you are inter-
ested in joining our GSA
staff and serving as an
Executive Counselor, Rep-
resentative, or Committee
Chair, complete an appli-
cation. Via separate email,
I will provide more infor-
mation.

Be encouraged,
Jason J. Dorsette

you!

ATH/
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Young NC Democratic President Zack Hawkins

e On October 2, 2008, GSA sponsored a Voter Regis-
tration drive in the Mary Townes Science Complex.
Twenty Individuals registered to vote.

Republican Representative

Lenny McAllister, Chief Ex-

ecutive Jason Dorsette, and
Zack Hawkins

e Graduate students participated in the Early Voting
March on October 16, 2008 . GSA helped to rally
voters and walked from the Student Union to the
church on Alston Avenue. The event received news
coverage and jolted those who were not registered to
register and vote.

e On the eve of our historical election, October 16,
2008, GSA partnered with the collegiate chapter of
100 Black Men to host a student-led political debate.
The purpose of this event was to ensure that the
NCCU community understood the key differences
between the Democratic and Republican presidential
candidates. Moderated by Ms. Charmaine Troy, an
MPA student., the event featured spirited exchanges
between Republican, Mr. Lenny McAllister, and De-
mocrat, Mr. Zack Hawkins.

e On November 4, 2008, GSA hosted a watch-day
program in Taylor Education Building to witness  Lenny McAllister, Kenya Reed, Dr.

Barack Obama win the Election! Wanda Coneal, Charmaine Troy,
Zack Hawkins, Clyde Lemon, and

Jason Dorsette

Wh a t

ANCCU Eagles for Barack Obamado buttons were
strated their support of the presidential candidate throughout his campaign. Even during the
football game, we remained focused on the election. Hundreds of fans showed up for the Eagles
homecoming game against Edward Waters College. Behind the football field was a one-top
early-voting site. Signs showing support for the various candidates lined the entrance into the
voting site. The parking lot was filled with early voters, and even more waited in line to park.

dent

Barack Obama Presi

News coverage reported record numbers of yo
Eagle community and supporters had something to do with that. Needless to say, a change is
on the way. So whatdés next for Barack Obama-~
for the U.S., Barack Obama repeatedly stated, #dAltoés Ti
ration will be held on January 20, 2008, in Washington, D.C. to initiate that change.

-Written by: Ebony Harris

Official Results from
NC State Board of Elections

Choice Total Percent
Obama/Biden 2,123,390 49.70%
McCain Palin 2,109,698 49.38%
Barr/Root 25,419 0.59%

Write -In 14,195 0.33%
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10 Tips to Reduce your Spending

10. Turn your thermometer down and wear layered clothing!

9. Pay your monthly bills onlined save on both postage and envelopes.

8.Cancel any catalogs or other subscriptions that your do
7. Use the student recreational center for free instead of paying costly fees for athletic clubs.

6. Attend activities on campus, which are often free, to fulfill your entertainment needsd lectures, basketball and football
games, concerts, clubs, organizations, workshops, etc.

5. Use your student discounts at various areas on campus and the surrounding areas: cafeteria and student union.
4. Utilize the library for free books, music, magazines.

3. Visit Savers or Goodwill when you need to make room in your closet; shop or resale you gently used clothing.
2. Buy used textbooks at the NCCU Campus Bookstore.

1. Complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid). This can qualify you for need-based financial aid or make
you eligible for low-cost federal student loans with fixed interest rates.

Remember the 3 Ro6s: Reduce, Reuse and Recycl e.

-Adapted from UNVL Graduate Student Newsletter, AThe Lumi
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Upcoming Events
e Monday, December 15,2008 & Wednesday, January 7, 2009 & Christmas Break

\

e  Thursday, January 8, 2009, from 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. New Graduate Student Orientation (Rm. 201, Whiting Criminal
Justice Bldg.)

e Thesis Workshop & January (Location and date information to follow)

e The Department of History is currently planning the 2009 University Black History Month Program. The 2009 theme is The
Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas . We would like for our graduate-students to participate in acknowledging
Black History Month and enhancing the intellectual environment on campus. For more information contact Dr. Carlton Wil-
son at cwilson@nccu.edu or 919.530.6271

Inauguration Information

Tickets for the Jan. 20th inauguration ceremony are free and available only through congressional offices. The official site for the
swearing-in ceremony is http://inaugural.senate.gov. There should be space available on parts of the National Mall, but expect
huge crowds. The inauguration parade doesn't require tickets, but spots on the route will fill up early.

FYI é

Scholarship Information

e Computer Science , Computer Engineering , Electrical Engineering College students, Graduates, and Graduate students.
http://www.uncf.org/forstudents/scholarDetailSGA.asp?id=161

Conference Information

e UNC-Chapel Hill hosts: Black Women in the Academy Symposium, January 30-31, 2009:
http://www.unc.edu/iaar/Sites%200f%20Struggle/sos.htm

Call for Abstracts:

e College of Williams and Mary: Graduate Research Symposium
http://web.wm.edu/so/gsa/symposium/index.php
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